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The MTTC has 5 members nations

Kwicksutaineuk/Ah-kwaw-ah-mish-Gilford Island

Tsawataineuk- Kingcome Inlet

Gwawaneuk- Hopetown

Namgis- Alert Bay(Nimpkish River),

All working toward the removal and/or transition to 
closed containment of all fish farms in the Musgamagw 
Tsawataineuk Territory





MTTC is part of the CAAR group:
Musgamagw Tsawataineuk Tribal Council (MTTC), 

David Suzuki Foundation (DSF), 
Friends of Clayoquot Sound (FOCS), 
Georgia Strait Alliance (GSA), 
Living Oceans Society (LOS), 
Raincoast Conservation Society (RCS), 
Raincoast Research (RR), 
T Buck Suzuki Environmental Foundation (TBSEF), 

Watershed Watch Salmon Society (WWSS)



There are now 28 fish farms in the Musgamagw Traditional Territories



Problems that we had right from the start:
These farms are here illegally, 

there was never any consultation with any First Nations in 
our territory to put these farms there, so there is no 

accommodation either.

There was never any CEAA baseline information done for 
any of the existing sites, except for 2 that are re-locations.











SITING CRITERIA NOT SUFFICIENT,Less than 300m away and all the 
sewage flows onto the beaches, not enough tidal flow to disperse or dissipate.



CLAM SHELLS, DEAD CLAMS, sludge and muck



Another problem, green algae growing all over the clam beds





More dead clams, muck and sludge



DISCOLOURED CLAM. MEAT IS 
USUALLY CREAMY WHITE OR LIGHT 
GREY IN COLOR



MORE DISCOLOURED MEAT OF CLAMS



HEALTHY CLAMS, approximately 20kms from any 
fish farm site.



Unhealthy clam    Healthy clam



Strange things on our beaches, unknown, never seen before



Shrimp with ulcer and/or lesions



When you fish for ground fish anywhere near a fish farm, they come 
up full of sea lice and also have ulcers and lesions all over them.

Sole Tumor Head Tumors



These parasites are always around any type of sewage

Arrow tooth with parasites



Rex copepods  
with parasites





Open net cage fish farms are harming and infecting Open net cage fish farms are harming and infecting 
our Traditional Foods and the environment.our Traditional Foods and the environment.

Fish farms are floating “hotels” for sea lice and diseases. Sea 
lice is another big issue as they are killing our wild salmon, this is 
another huge issue that needs to be studied.

Wild Pink Salmon  with at least 30 sea lice 
on it and died within 10 minutes!



Sea Lice 2003

Sea Lice 2002

Sea Lice 2004





MTTC partnered on a clam study in 2004/05.  We took samples of 
clams, the sediment and also of rockfish from near the farms. 
As a result of the rockfish samples there was a mercury contaminant 
paper peer reviewed.  As this was a Health Canada funded study we were 
limited in what we could look for in contaminants.

Tested in the samples taken were:
Metals: mercury,arsenic,
PCB’s, and 
Pesticides: DDT, HCH, Heptachlor EPOXIDE

RESULTS WERE: There were contaminants found in most samples but 
there are not high enough levels and are below CFIA levels. 
And it was stated that there was no causal link to the fish farms because 
we were unable to get any feed , bottom samples and fish samples from 
the industry people as they would not provide them to us.



What do we do now?

As stated earlier, MTTC was mandated by the members 
and bands for the removal of all open net cage fish farms 
from our territories.  In the interim MTTC would engage in 
negotiations with industry for the transition of new 
technology, preferably closed containment systems. As 
these systems will eliminate the transmission of disease, 
parasites, and waste into the environment and protect our 
resources in our territories.

We need to work with the BC government and the salmon 
farm industry and come to some kind of compromise and 
work towards this end goal.



To end all this I’d like to say that the contamination from these 
farms will affect us all in the long run. We all know about all 

the salmon gone missing, and our clams and clam beds turning 
into dead zones.  This is why. It is having a great affect on all 

the resources as you’ve seen in this presentation.
As First Nations, and the non-native community of this 

country we all need to stand together and get the government 
to live up to their responsibility to protect our resources and 
the environment in our territories. So speak up and email, 

write, fax your concerns to both the province and the federal 
governments.

GILAKASLA(Thank you), Robert Mountain
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